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ARTICLE 2. 
FAITH IN THE HOLY TRINITY, 
(Continued from Page 180.) 

“There isbut one living and true God, everlasting, without 
vody or parts, of infinite power, wisdom, and goodness: the ma- 
ker and preserver of all things visible and invisible—And in 
unity of this Godhead, there are three persons of one substance, 
power and eternity;—the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost.” 

In our last week’s number, we entered on an exposition of this 
Article, and promised to continue it by a treatise on the Divinity 
of Christ. This is asubject, allowed onall hands, to be of great 
importance to the church of God. 





As we wish the subject managed in a satisfactory manner, we 
have exa mired it carefully, and have concluded to present our 
readers with an article which was taken originally from Calmets 
ereat Dictionary of the Bible, abbreviated by Mr. Martindale in 
his excellent Cnet icy \We do this, because itis the best 
piece we have seen, written on the subject, and we are certain we 
cannot better it. The work is in the hands of few, and even 
those who have perused it, will be gratified to see it in general 
circulation 

“The divinity of Jesus Christ seems evident if we consider, 1. The 
‘anguage of the New Testament, and compare it with the state of the pa 
gan world at the time of publication. Vf Jesus Christ were not Gud, he 
writersofthe New Testament discovered great injudiciousness in 
the choice of their words, and adopted a very incautious and dan- 
gerous style. The whole world, except the small kingdom of 
ludea, worshipped idols at the time of Jesus Christ’s appearance, 
Jesus Christ, the evangelists who wrote his history, and the apos- 
‘(les who wrote epistles to various classes of men, proposed to 
destroy idolatry, and to establish the worship of one only true 
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und living God. Lo 
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cfiect this purpose, it was absolutely ne. 
cessary fur these founders of Christianity to avoid confusion and 
obscurity of language, and to express their ideas in a cool and 
cautious style, Uhe leastexpression that would deify a creature, 
or countenance idolatry, would have been a source of the greatest 
error. Hence Paul and Barnabas rent their clothes at the very 
idea of the multitude’s confounding the creature with the Crea 
tor, Actsxiv, 15. The writers of the New Testament knew that, 
in speaking of Jesus Christ, extraordinary caution was necessary; 
yet when we take up that book, we find such expressions as these: 
“The word was God.” Johni,1. “God was manifest in the 
flesh,” 1 Tim, iti, 16. *God with us,’ Matt 1, 23. “The Jews 
crucified the Lord of Glory,” 1 Cor. ii, 8. “Jesus Christ is Lord 
ofall,” Acts x, 56. “Christ is over al!, God blessed for evermore,’ 
Rom.ix, 5. These are a few of many propositions which the New 
‘Testament writers lay down relative to Jesus Christ. If the wri- 
ters intend to affirm the divinity of Jesus Christ, these are th 
words of truth and soberness; if not, the language is incautious 
and unwarrantable; and to address it to men prone to idolatry, for 
the purpose of destroying idolatry, is astrong presumption against 
their inspiration. It is remarkable, also, that the richest words in 
the Greek langaage are made use ofto describe Jesus Christ— 
This language, which is very copious, would have afforded lower 
terms to express an inferior nature; but itcould have afforded none 
higher to express the nature of the supreme God. It is worthy of 
observation, too, that these writers addressed their writings not to 
philosophers and scholars, but (ocommon people, and, consequen- 
tly, use words in their plain popular signification. The common 
people, it seems, understood the words in our sense of them; for 
in the Dioclesian persecution, when the Roman soldiers burnt a 
Phyrgian city; inhabited by christians, men, women, and children, 
submitted to their fate, calling upon Christ, rue Gop oven ALL. 

“Compare the style of the New Testament, with the state of the 
Jews at the time of its publication. In the time of Jesus Christ, 
the Jews were zealous defenders of the unity of God, and of that 
idea of his perfections, which their Scriptures excited. Jesus and 
his apostles expressed the highest regard for the Jewish Scriptures; 
yet the writers of the New Testament describe him by the very 
names and tides by which writers of the Old Testament had des- 
cribed the supreme God, Compare Exod. iii, 14, with John vill, 
58; Isai. xliv, 6, with Rev. i, 2, 17; Deut. x, 17, with Rev. xvii, 14; 
Psa, XXiv, 10, with 1 Cor. il, 8; Hos. i, 7, with Luke ii, 11; Dan. v, 

3, with | Cor. xv. 47; 1 Chron. xxix, 11, with Col. ii, 10. Ifthey 
who described Jesus Christ to the Jewsby these sacred names anc 
titles, intended to convey an idea ofthe Deity, the description is 
just, and the application proper, but if they intended to describe a 
mere man, they were surely of allmen the most preposterous — 
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huey chose a methad of recommending Jesus Christ to the Jew: 

the most likely to alarm and enrage them. Whatever they 

meant, the Jews understood them in our sense, and took Jesus 
for a blasphemer, John x, SS. 

C&C ompare the perfections which are ascribed to Jesus Christ in 

> Sc ripture with those which are ascribed to God. Jesus Christ 

b clares, “All things that the Father bath are mine,” Jolin xvi, 15; 

very Gangerous proposition, if he were not God. The writers of 

Revelation ascribe to bimthe same perfections which they ascribe 

toGod. Compare Jer. x, 10, with Isai, ix, 6; Exod. xv, 13, with 

Heb. i, 8; Jer. xxxii, 19; Psa. cti, 24,27, with Heb xin, 8, with 

Eph. i, 20,23; | Sam. it, 6, with John xiv, 30. If Jesus Christ be 


bg @\/gced, 


Ciod, the as« ription of the perpections | { (iod to him ts proper; af 
he be not, the apostles are chargeable with weakness, or wicked- 


ness, and either would destroy their claim to 1) spiration, 
Consider the words that are ascribed vo Jesus Christ, and con 


pi we them with the claims of Jehovah. “By Jesus Ciicist were all 


thins created,” Col. 1, 16. iS preservation a Work OF Lan JESUS 
Christ upholds all things by the word of his power, ( ! 
tie tt »4 1 Qi) ia roOuUueIS a work of (aod: Ar sus © 


Lord God oft e holy prophets; and it was by the Spirit 
which testified to them beforehand the suffering of Christ, ond the 
rlory that should follow, Neh. ix, 50, Rev, xxia, 16, 1 Pet. i, j 
1e salvation of sinners a work of God "i brist is the Saviour of 
all that believe, John iv, 42, Heb. v,9. Is the forgiveness of sin a 
work “é G sd? The Son of man hath power to forgive sins, Matt 
ix, 6. Phe same might be said ef the illumination of the mind 
he sanctification of the heart, the resurrection of the dead, th: 
udement of the world, the glorification of the righteous, the eter- 
nal punishment ofthe wicked, all which worksin one part of Scrip: 
ture, are ascribed to God; an dal which, in another part of Scrip- 
wae are ascribed to Jesus Christ. Now, il Jesus Christ be not 
— to what contradictions these writers must fall! They con. 
acict one another, they contradict themselves; either Jesus 
‘hrist is God, or their conduct is unaccountable 
“Consider that Divine worship which the Scriptures claim for 
‘esus Christ. itis a command of God, ‘Thou shalt worship the 
Lord thy Goad, and him only shalt thou serve.”” Matt. iv, 10 Yet 
the Si cri ptures command “ail the angels of God to worship Christ,” 
rae, ‘Twenty times inthe New Testament, grace, mercy, 
ind sf peace, are ons of Christ, together with the Father. B. 1p 
ism is an act of worship p erformed ; in his name, Matt. xxviii, 19 
Swearing is an act of worship, a solemn appeal in important cases 
ey omniscient God; and this appeal is made to Christ, oe 
mh 1. The committing of the soul to God’at death is a sacred ; 
of worship; in the performance ontaEn act, Stephen died, Vuateie 
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word Jesusreceive my spirit,’ Acts vil, 59. “Thewhole host 
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heaven worship him that sitteth upon the throne, aud the Lamb 
forever and ever,” Kev. v, 13, 14, 

“Observe the application of Old Testament passages which be. 
longto Jehovah,to Jesus in the New Testament, and try whether 
you Can acquit the writers of the New Testament of misrepresen 
tation, On supposition that Jesus Christ ts not God. St Paui Says, 
“We shall all stond before the judgment-seat of Christ.”” That 
we shall all be judged we allow; but how do you prove that Christ 
shall be our judge’ Because, adds the apostle, itis written, “As 
I live, saith the Lord, every kuee shali bow, and every tongue shall 
confess God,” Rom. xiv, 10, 11, with Isai, xlv, 22, & How does 
this apply to Christ,ifChrist be not God? John the Buptistis he 
who was spoken of by the prephet Isaiah, ch x1, 3, . (referring, 


say the evangelists, Matt in, 3, Marki, 3, Luke iit, 4, to John the 


Baptist,) * Prepare ye the way of the Lord; make straight a high 
way for our God;” But what had John the Baptist to do with 
this passage, if Jesus Chris: be only a messenger of Jehovah, and 
not Jehovah himself? ForIsaiah saith, “Prepare ye the way of 
Jehovah.”” Compare also Zech. xii, 10, with Jubn xix, 34, 37; 
Isai, vi, l—12, with John xii, 39--41; Isui, vill, 13, 14, with | Pet, 
ii, 8. Allow Jesus Christ to be God, as well as man, and all these 
applications are proper. Ifwe deny u, the New Testament, we 
must own, is one of the most unaccountable compositions in the 
world, many parts of it being only calculated to make easy things 
hard to be understood. 

“« Evamine whether évents have justified that notion of Christianity 
which the prophels gave lheir countrymen of rf, if Jesus ‘Christ, be not 
God) ‘Vhe calling of the Gentiles from the worship of Idols, to 
the worship of the one living & true God, is om purpose which the 
prophet signified the coming of tha Messish should effect. If 
Jesus Chriss be God, the event answered to the prediction; if not, 
the event isnot come to pass, for Christians in general worship Je 
sus which isidolatrv if he be not God, Isa. it. 1—5, iv.Zeph. i, 
Ll, Zech. xiv. 9 The primitive Christians certainly worshipped 
him as God. Pliny who was appointed Governor of the province 
Bithynia by the Emperor Trajan, inthe year 103 examined and 
punished several christians for theiy nonconformity to the establish- 
ed relizion of the empire. In a letter to the Emperor giving an ac 
count of his conduct he declares, “They affirmed the whole of thei: 
guilt, ortheir error, wasthat they met on a certain stated day, be- 
fore it was light, and addressed themselves in a form of prayer to 
Christ as to some god.” Thus Pliny meant to inform the Empe- 
ror that Christians worshipped Christ. Justin Martyr, who lived a- 
bout 150 vears after Christ, asserts that the Christians worshipped 
the Father,the Son, & the Spirit. Besides his testimony, there are 
numbecrless passages in the Fathers that attest the truth in questi- 
on, especially in Tertullian, Hyppolitus, Felis, &c. Mahomet. 
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who lived in the sixth century, considers Cliristians in the light ot 
infidels & idolaters throughout the Koran, because they worshipped 
Christ. Phat the far greater part of Chrisuans have contnued to 
worship Jesus ‘vill not be doubted: now if Christ be not God, then 
the Christians have been guilty of idolatry in all ages; and it) must 
appear remarkable that the apostles who foretold the coruptions 
of Christianity, | Tim. iv. 1, 2 Tim. ii l—3 should never 
have foreseen or warned those who should read their writings a- 
gainst worshipping Christ. In no partof the scripture is there 
the least intimation of Christians falling into idolatry in this res- 
pect. Surely if this had been an error which was so universally to 
prevail, those Scriptures which are able to make us wise unio sal, 
vation, would have left us warning on so important a topic, lastly 
consider what numberless passages of Scripture, have mo sense, 
or avery absurd one,if Jesus Christ be a mere man; see Rom. | 5, 
1. Tim. 3. 16, John xiv 9, xvii. 5, Phil. 11. 6, Psa.cx. 1 4, 1 Vim. 
i. 2. Acts ix. 17. Butihough Jesus Christ be God, yet, for our 
salvation he took upon him human nature which is called his ha- 
manity’ Marcion Apelles, and many other heretics, denied 
Christv’s humanity. As some have done sinces But that Christ 
had a true human bocy, and not a mere human shape, or a_ body 
that was not real flesn is very evident from the Sacred Scriptures 
Isa. vi, 14, 15, Luke xxiv. 59, Heb, ii. 14, Luke i. 42, &c. Phil. ii 
7. G. John i. 14 Besides he eat, drank walked, worked and was 
weary. He groaned bled and died upon the cross, It was necessa- 
ry that he should be human, in order to fulfilthe Divine designs 
and prophecies respecting the shedding of his blood for our re- 
demption, which could not have been done, had he not possessed 
areal body. Itis also as evident that he assumed our whole na- 
ture, soul as wellas body. Ifhe had not he could not have been 
capable of that sore amazement and sorrow anto death, and all 
those other acts of grieving, feeling, rejoicing, &c. ascribed to 
him. It was not however our sinful nature he assumed, but the 
likeness of it, Rom. viii. 2,for he was without sin, and did no in- 
iquity. His human nature must not be confounded with his Di- 
vine; for though there be an union of natures in Christ, yet 
there is nota mixture or confusion of them or their properties. 
His humanity, is not changed into his Deity nor his Deity absorb- 
ed by his humanity; but the two natures are distinct in one per- 
son. How this union exists is above our comprehension; and in- 
deed if we cannot explain how our own bodies and souls are uni- 
ted, itis not to be supposed that we canexplain this astonishing 
mystery ef God manifest ia the flesh. 
{To be Continued. j 
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the mind of man,t 
renders his heart and soul impervious to the toncl 
woe; & teaches him how, to dir up, by the roots, 


som, the last lingering and withering feeling of hi 


hat hard 


an! implant in its stead, the poisonous nettle of inveterate hatred 
That converts the whole man, into an indescrible monster, whose 
poisonous and pestiferous breath, sheds a blighting and mildew in 
fluence, to every point of the circumference of the circle of his oi: 
bet; and blasts and devours the tender and the blooming buds of 
innocence and virtue. In short, that vice which gives to virtue 
the impress of vice, to sincerity the impress of hypocracy and 
to beauty, hidious deformity, that converts the whole man body 
and sonl, and intellect, into a devil, and prompts. the being to 
ise its impious, puny, and rebellious arm, and strike its fruit 
‘ssand feeble blow, at the throne of eternity and heavens God. 
But gratitude is that generous feeling inthe human heart, 
which leavens aliour actions with charity and benevolence, which 
induces man to look with an eye of tender, gentle, sympathetic, 
feeling upon anothers woe and misfortune. That virtue, which 
teaches man to remember with generous feeling, the heart that 


conceived, and the hand that extended relief tohis wants. It 


prompts man to extend the arm ofstrength,to the weak and fee 
ble, tottering under the heavy burden of adversity and misfortune, 
»open the door of humanityto the wearv and shelterless stran 





199 


ger, andto spread the table of plenty to the poor and peunyless 
bergar. It generally leads the mind to regard mun as our bro 
ther, and to search through every unhospitable clime, for object: 
of charitv, on which munificence may lavish her abundance. It 
teaches usto feed the hungary, clothe the naked, visit the sick, 
and imprisoned sons and daughters of disease and hard fortune, 
it is the bond that binds together the good and virtuous ina bundle 
of love, and itis the three fold cord,that in the rememberance of 
the gift and sufferings of a Saviour and Redeemer of the human 
family, draws us towards Heaven, and firmly binds us to the eter 
nal thrown of God’s unchangable love and eternal mercy. 
COLLATINUS, 
To the Editor of the Holston Conference Messenger. 
Dear Broruer -l send youenclosed,a few observations on 
an expression of the Apostle Jude. If you think they would be 
profitable, youmay give them a place in the Holston Conference 


Messenger, [ am certain they are notin the hands of your rea 





ders. 5. P——. 


Others save with fear; Juve 12. 

1. We must be careful to saveothers as well as ourselves. 
should be willing to be saved alone. A christian should not be a 
Cain; he is in some sort his brothers keeper. Nov are the Ministers 
solely, the watchers over, or saviours of their people. In many 
cases every sheep is to be a sheperd. Hence those exhoytations 
of provoking are another; Web. x, 24; Looking diligently lest any man 

fail of the grace of God; Web. xii, 15; Ewxhorting one another; Heb. iii, 

13. It isthe nature of grace to propagate itself. The Spirit ap- 
peared in the likeness of fery tongues; and both fire and tongues 
are very communicative: The one of light and heat, the other of 
sound and voice; our relations of brethren, fellow members, &c 
call for this expression of love; yea the contrary practice of sin- 
ners, who defile and damneach others souls , should stir us up to this 
duty. With respect to the priviledge of saving souls, it is said, 
that saints on earth excel the glorified in heaven. 

2. Necessity should be the mother of severity. Others, 7. €. the) 
who will not be reclaimed by any other means, they upon whom 
compassion will not work must be saved by fear. Firt, gentle 
means must be used, afterwards severe. Severity, (though good) is 
but accidentally good; good only because of man’s stubburnness 
The use of Medicines was broughtin because of sickness. The 
Bee gives its honey naturally, its sting only when provoked. We 
should run to compassion, but be driven to rigour. Our will 
must bring forth peace, necessity war. Pavuxt was much more 
willing to come to the Corinthians with the Spirit of meekness, 
than with the rodof severity. Even when we are most deeply en- 
raged in rigour, let all see that tn afflicting others, we afflict our 
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3 Severity is nol regulated by oulward respect, but by the merit Of the 
offence. ihe r's, that is, tiv y WHO are more obcurate, not thos 
who are furtier from us in relation, or poorer, &c. ‘Lhougt th 
nature of the offence should make a difference in our rigours, y 


other considerations foreien to the cause should not. Some 
fiery hot in terrifying the poorer sort, whereas the rich 

the mount that might not be touched by an ungodly, base, re 
ing of persons. 

1, Even aman may be a Saviour of sorls. How knowest thou 6 
man whether thon shalt save thywife? 1 Cor. vii, 16; Thor shalt sarge 
thyself and them that hear thee; \ Vim. iv, 16. Paul speaks of la 
boring by al! means to gain some. And we read of those who 
catch men and win souls, and Christ mentions the gaining of thy bro- 
ther. thow careful should we be to honour that God who so dig. 
nifies dust and ashes! Lay that crown at his feet which he sets 
on thy head. How industrious should this, likewise, make us in 
doing good to others! The Lord reckons it as our own. ‘Tho’ 
he guided thy hand in every letter, he saith, thou hast written the 
fair copy: Whereas indeed, only the blots were thine. ‘To con 
clude this, how fearful should any be of despising the ministry of 
man! Though salvation be sometimes attributed to ourselve 
that we may not be negligent; and properly to God, that we ma 
not idolise man; yet it is often ascribed to others, that we may not 
contemn their help, 

5, Severily should be exercised to this end, lo save. The design of 
the sharpest rebukes by spiritual physicians, should be to eure 
Merciful inter.tions, should be lodged under the severest | e form- 
ances. How sharply did Perer reprove Simon Viacus, when he 
said, dy money perish with thee, and thou art in the gall of bitterness; 
and yet Se adds,“repent and pray,” &c. We must not reprove 
men to disgrace their persons, but to shame their sins, neither in- 
sulting over mens falls, nor despairing of their risings. And 
therefore let not people rage against the constrained rigour of the 
faithful, (especially Ministers,) for it is not butchory but surgery. 
As reprehension faithfully ministered shews the strength of zeal, 
so meekly received, the sincerity of grace. A Goaly heart would 
not have one threatning less inthe Bible. ’*Tis a bloodles martyr- 
dom bunbly to embrace the swrokes of a reprover. 

6. Severity to sinis mercy tothe soul, This affrighting makes 
way for saving. Holy severitv is a wholesome thing. The ripp- 
ing frosts of winter, though not so pleasant as summer sunshine, 
yet are as needful to the earth. Jacob is said to have blessed his 
sons, and yet he sharply censured three. The smitings of the 
righteous are desirable to a sincere soul; they slay sin and save 
the sou). How wild a madness is it then to be aogry with those 


persons, who, by telling to thee the trath, shew that they love ths 
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peace. There’s none but fools that oppose faithful reprovers, and 
who are such, that if the truth be told them they are not pleased, 
and if they be pleased, the truth is not told them. They oppose 
reproofs and their own happiness both at once; let them read their 
dismal doom; Prov. xxix, 1,* He whwu being often reproved har- 
deneth his neck, shall suddenly be destroyed and that without 
remedy.” 









Remarks of Dr. Clarice, commenting on the 19th chapter of Genesis 

This isan awful history; and the circumstances detailed in it, 
are as distressing to piety as to humanity. It may, however, be 
profitable to review the particulars. 

1. From the commencement of the chapter, we find that the 
example and precepts of Abraham, had not been lost on his ne- 
phew Lot. He also, like bis uncle, watches for opportunities to 
call in the weary traveller, This Abraham had taught bis house- 
hoid; and we see the effect of this blessed teaching. Lot was both 
hospitable and pious, though living in the midst of a crooked and 
perverse race. It must be granted, that from several circumstan- 
ces in hishistory, he appears to have been aweak man; but his 
weakness was such, as was not inconsistent with general upright- 
ness and sincerity. He and his family, were not forgetful to en- 
tertain strangers; and they alone were free frem the pollutions of 
this accursed people. How powerful are the effects of a religious 
education, enforced by pious example? It is one of God’s espe- 
cial means of grace. Let aman only do justice to his family, by 
bringing them up in the fear of God, and he will crown it with his 
blessing. How many excuse the profligacy of their family, which 
is often entirely owing to their own neglect, by saying—“Oh, we 
cannot give them grace!’ No, you cannot; but youcan afford 
them the means of grace.—This is your work; that is the Lord’s. 
If through your neglect of precept and example, they perish, what 
an awful account must you give to the Judge of quick and dead! 
It was the sentiment of a great man, that should the worst of times 
arrive, and magistracy and ministry were both to fail, yet, if pa- 
rents would but be faithful to their trust, pure religion could not 
failto be handed down to posterity, both in its form and in iis 
power. 

2. We have already heard of the wickedness of the inhabitants 
of the cities of the plain—the cup of their iniquity was full; their 
sin was ofno common magnitude,and whata terrible judgment 
fell upon them! Brimstone and fire are rained down from hea- 
ven upon these traders in iniquity: and what a correspondence be- 
tween the crime and the punishment! They burned in lust to- 
wards each other; and God burned themup with fire and brim- 
stone. Their sin was unnatural; and God punished it by super- 
natural means. Divine Justice not only observes a proportion be: 
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tween the crime and the degree of punishment, but also b 
ihe species of crime, and the kind of punishment inflicted, 
Disohbediénce to the command of God must ever meet wit] 
severe reprehbension, especi iliy in those who have already part 
ken of his grace, because these know his salvation, and are justly 
supposed to possess, by his grace, the power of resisting al soli 
citations to sin. The servant who knew his Lord’s will, anc did 
it not, was to be beaten with many stripes. See Luke xii, 47.- 
Lot’s wife stands as an everlasting monument of admonition 
cautionto all backsliders. She ran well—she permitted Satan to 
hinder, and she died in her provocation! While we lament he: 
fate, we should profit by herexample. To degin in the good way 
is well; to continue in the path is deffer; and to persevere unto the enc 
dest of all. The exhortation of our blessed Lord on this subjec: 
should awake our caution, and strongly excite our diligence— J 
member Lot’s wife. 


-_—— 


DAILY AND EXPERIMENTAL PROOFS OF DIVINE 
PROPIDENCE. 

Do we wish to enumerate the blessings we have re 
ceived from the mercy of God since the first moment of 
our existence to the present time?—Can we count the 
stars-—Can we number the blessings which we have re 
ceived even in a single year? How then can we enumer 
ate those which God has heaped upon us in the course, 
perhaps, of a long life? How many mercies have we 
received in our infancy which are new forgotten! Nights 
passed qnietly and sweet sleep; food by which om 
how bodies have been refreshed & strengthened? From 
many dangers, seen & unseen, have we been delivered! 
How often has God provided for our wants, and con- 
founded our unbelief, which considered the relief im 
possible! In every accident, the eye of God has watch- 
ed over and preserved us. Every day of our life has 
increased the sui of (rod’s mercies tous. His goodness 
is renewed to us as often as the sun begins and ends his 
daily course. And whocan tell how often God has granted 
him mercies, of which he ts still ignorant, and preserved 
him from perils which he knew not of, and of which he 
can only be informed in the world to come! 

And, what shall we say of the blessings of grace: 
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We have been redeemed by Christ Jesus: the way of 
dvation is made plain tous by this Gospel. What a 
roy te is, that we have not been born in the darkness 
Pacanism, but in the light of Christianity! and that 

G  xcessantly labours to sanctify and perfect us inlove! 

A all these proofs of his goodness, and of his ten- 

der © Joasstony 
‘Pak © tor granted that it is impossible for any one 

to calcu: ’ Imaense series of God’s mereies during 
ihe cours vs fe; letus confine ourselves to a sin- 
vle day, a icavour to sum up the blessing which 
one day beiiz. vita it. Light, air, food, strength to 
labour. the hore os we dovell ta, the relations on which 


our happiness tego vis, the di Tereat amusements, and 


varied gleasires of life. Let as aot forget the power 
by which we resjire, nor think if matter of little conse- 
genre, On respiration the preservation of our life de- 
pends, Werespire,at feast, frvefve times ina minute: 


then, each minutes brings faofee blasst igs, each of which 
is so essential, that without if, we could never receive 
nother. Wah Hiyadon. trod preserves our under- 
standing, wili, and ifie several members of eur bodies. 
Let us suppose, that ia each minnite our soul performs 
only thirty operations, and only reekon, according to 
the calculations of physicians, G70 diferent parts in 
our bodies, which God every monient supports; and 
what wonders of preservation do we not discover! For 
according to this calculation, we receive every minuce 
from God 12 blessings relative to respiration, 39 rela- 
tive to our understanding, and will; and 60:10 relative 
tethe different parts of our bodies: consequently, God 
grants us each minute, 6042 blessings, which will 
amoufit to 362, 520 every hour of our life! 

May these daily proofs of providence and goodness of 
our God, make the deepest and most durable impression 
upon our hearts! and they certainly will, if our souls 
be susceptible of gratitude at all. Yes! if we have any 
adequate sense of the greatness of God’s mercy, and our 
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own unworthiness, it is impossible that we should 
no! feel the most lively gratitude to the Preserver o 
our life, 

But, in order to maintain a lively sense of God's 
benefits in our hearts. let us often cndeavour to coy. 
pute them. “The more we employ ourselses thus, 1) 
more we shall be disposed to magnify the Lord our God, 
and the more shall we he delighted in celebrating hig 
praise! 


From CeciL’s REMAINS. 

The religious world hes «any features, which are 
distressing to aholy man. “Ue sees in it much proposal 
and ostentation, coveri.e much surface. Bat Chris. 
tianity is deep and sjo-iantial. A man is soou enlist d 
but he is not soou wide a soldier. He is eastly put ino 
the ranks, to make a show there; but he is not so easily 
brought to do the duties of the ranks. We are too muc| 
like an army of Asiatics; they count well, and cuty 
good figure; but when they come into action, one has no 
flint, another has no cartridge—the arms of one are ris 
ty, and another has rot learnt to handle them = This 
was not the complaint equally at all times. It belongs 
too peculiarly to the present day. The fault lies in th 
muster. We are like Falstaff. He took the king’: 
money to press good men and trae, but got together such 
ragamuffins that he was ashamed to muster them, Wha 
is the consequence? People groan under thetr connex 
ions. Respectable persons tell me such stories of thei 
servants, who profess religion, as to shame and distress 
me. High pretentions to spirituality! Warm zeal for 
certain sentiments’ Priding themselves in Mr. Such 
a-one’s ministry! But what becomes of their duties?— 
Ob these are “‘beggarly elements”? indeed! Such per: 
sons are alive to religious talk; but, if you speak to them 
on religious TemPErs, the subject grows irksome. 


DESTRE FOR HAPPINESS. 
In the deep, swelling bosom of man there is a principl 
of such power over human destiny, that it demands con 
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sideration. Superficial and transient inherencies there 
may be in the structure of the mind, exerting a feeble 
force in the formation of character, and unable to ob- 
struct the tide of happiness. Around these a glowing 
imagination may play and adorn them with roses, or 
array them with nightshade; but the strong, tyrannic 
passion of the soul requires the inves tigations of philo- 


 sophy to detect the mode of its existence ‘ana the uses of 


its bei Ine. 

‘The pale infant on its mother’s breast bears, in its 
palid face, the lineaments of an unknown energy.— 
Some painter, on the nustained canvass of the innocent 


S features, has lightly traced the playful lines of an hid- 


den vigor, which shall, ere long, chase away the calm 
expression of the swect countenance, and draw its own 
enduring colors on ‘the human face divine.” Itis seen 
in the be autifully curved eye brow: the long, pensile 


} lashes, shading the waxen cheek, and is imprinted on 


the passionless lips. It is this which rears the feeble 
frame of infancy; so frail that the rough winds of hea- 
ven would blight it, did not this glowing spirit stand 
within to sustain its envelope until it had found, in the 
wide universe, an object to which it might cling, and on 
Which it might pour out its gushing affections. 

The delightful days of childhood are more agitated by 
this passion; but as yet this tyrant of the soul has com- 
passion on the weakness of its companion, and fastens, 
only fora moment, on the ebject of its adoration;— then 
relaxes, and the flesh survives the coruscations of the 
immortal spirit. It now lights the eye, flushes the cheek, 
heaves the bosom, warms the blood; but its mounting 
upisas the first, faint paleness of the morning. The 
fire that mingles with the darkness and surmounts the 
cold, visionary clouds of night, is destined to light the 
funeral pile of Erebus and illumine the dewy heavens. 

In youth this spirit rules in the majesty of its strength; 
it leaps from star te star in search of happiness; it roves 
sickening through the groves of science; strews its morn- 
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we path with the lowers of tasteless pleasures, and 
cries to the Father of spirits for the long seaght enchan 
tress whose beauty, in some long gone by day. smote oy 
the soul’s vision and imbued it with a hopeless pas 
SION, 

In the noon of years this ardent principle glows like a 
volcano. ‘The body trembles under its bursting spien 
dors. Itis then the deep well of the water of life, or th 
worm that never dies. in after vears it may lose ifs 
strength; butincreases in richness, and) triamphs in th 
moment of death's pale agony. No fact stands in such 
bold reliefon the history of mind as that these aspiration 
for happiness, however delightfal in youth, often, whe 
the soul has felt the chill of disappotiiiment a thousand 
limes repeated, become the stings of scorpions, 
inflict incurable woes on the mind that has 
ed them. 

The youth that tvifles with this migthly p 
fastens its grasp on forbiden objects. has no security fy 
the future. His life is emphatically a vain s 
reaches forward for ever and yet obiains noth! 
could he only believe what heavenly voices 
pered in his ears, that there is one, sweet. glorious ol) 
in the universe, on which he might place his strong 
fections and be guiltless of the sin of idolatry—that ( 
same glowing principle would enlarge within bin, wh 
the bright being expanded to the vision of his mind un! 
the earth was filled with the beauty of the Hely One. 
and all created objects become eloquent in His praise. 
Ah, little do unbelievers think how much they tose 


while they reject Jesus! 
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Zion's Herald 
REFORMED BAPTIST. 
/ The thirteen Baptist churches in North Caroli 
who have lately declared “non-fellowship” with all 
| churches, societies, and individuals, who are in an 
N ay favourable to the Bible. Tract and Missionary es) 
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cieties, and theological schools, ave hatled bythe Um- 
versalists as fedlo:r—labourers; & their manifesto appears 
in the **Herald of Salvation’ published by the latter 
inthis city. This, perhaps, may uot be esteemed by 
the former as a very desirable connection in the work 
of the Lord; but if they will proclaim opinions so va- 
rient with the spirit of Christianity and the age, they 
mustexpect familiar greetings from men, with whom they 
may be ashamed to avow any public christian relation.— 


Philadelphian. 















































Sin Isaac Newrox —“I do not know, [said this creat philose- 
pher a little be fore his de ith, } what I may appear tothe world; 
but tomyself I seem to have been only like a boy playing on the 
sea shore, and diverting myself in now and then finding a smooth- 
er pebble, or a prettier shell than ordinary, whilst the great ocean 
of truth Isy all undiscovere:! before me.” 

Heart work is hard work indeed. Toshuffle overreligious duties 
with aloose and heedless spirit, will cost no great pains; but to set 
thyself before the Lord, and tie up thy loose and vain thoughts 
to acoustant and serious attendance upou him; this will cost thee 
something. To attain a facility and dexterity of language in prayer 
and put thy meaning into apt and decent expressions, is easy; but 
to get thy heart broken tor sin, while thou art confe ssing it; melt- 
ed with free grace, while thou art.praying God for it; to be really 
ashamed and humbled through the apprehensions of God’s infinite 
holyness and keep thy heart inthis frame, notonly in, but after 
duty, will cost some groans and pains of soul. To repress the out- 
ward acts of sin and compose the external part of thy life in a lauda- 
ble manner is no great matter; even carnal persons by the force of 
common principles can do this: but to kill the root of corruption 
within, to setand keep up an holy government over thy thoughts, 
to have all things lie straight and orderly in the heart, this is not 
easy. 

The keeping of the heart is a work that is never done till life is 
ended. There is no time or condition in the life of a Christian, 
which will suffer an intermission of this work: It isin keeping 
watch over hearts, as it was in keeping up Moses’ hands while Is- 
rael and Amelek were fighting. No sooner do the hands of Moses 
grow heavy and sink down, than Amelek prevails. Intermitting 
the watch overtheir own bearts for buta few minutes, caused David 
and Peter many asad day and night. 

“My son, give me thine heart,’ 1s God’s request. God is pleas- 
ed to call thata gift, which is indeed a debt; he will put this 
honour upon the creature,to receive it from him inthe wav_af a 




























































































































































































gift; but if this be not given bim he regards uot whatever els, 
you bring io him. There is only so much of worth in what we 
do, as there is of heart init. Concerning the heart, God seems 
to say, as Joseph of Benjamin, “Ifyou bring not Benjamin with 
you, you shall not see my face’ Among the heathen when the 
beast was cut up for sacrifice, the first thing the priest looked upon, 
was the heari, and if that was unsound and worthless, the sac 
ribce was rejec ted. God rejects all duttes, (how cloriOus soever 
in other respects) which are offered him without a heart, He 
that performs duty without a heart, thatis, heedlessly, is no more 
accepted with God, than he that performs it with a double heart, 
that is, bypocritically. 


EXVRACT, 

Tue changes of life are admirably denominated 
writers, frials. They are designed to t 
bring to the prooftheir strength and excelience. 
and weaknesses of our nature often lie concealed 
the heart, even from the eye of the posessor, ull thes 
to light by the shifting events of Providence, Mose: 
his appointment as the legislator and guide of Isrcel, from a si 
of his utter unsuitableness, aud, yet, in the experiment, he ay 
most highly gifted for the duties assigned him. Huzael, vexee 
with a prediction of his own baseness, indignantly exclaims, 
thy servant a dog, that he should do this thing?” and, vet, he Ti 
ed to accomplish the detested prophecy. Llow much are we 
debted to divine providence, when the circum tances of lile a 
so arranged, as to nourish whatis good, within us,and to restral 


and consume what is evil! 
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When the rood man hes dawn t ‘st,no fears from the dan 
gers of the ment break throt gi bis stron: nfiidence inthe divine 


protection When be awake i his! thougitlavs hold on hea- 


i 
ven; Which gives, through the ¢ yter 1y,such a sweetness 
of aspect aad deporm ment, such ‘oree and firmness to his felicity, 


} ' . 


; a “yf 
iat we Mm venture aimeas! toa ayes ? COIMEthH furth aSa bride. 


groom fiom “his chamber, and rejoiceth as a giant torun his 
“course.” . Young. 
Pence in Families —With out this aii drops in peace; peace is a 
sirdle that ties tovether members ina family; it is a golden 
clasp that knits them together that thes dono: fdlin pieces; we 
shou'd endeavor that our hous De fowses of peace. It is no! 
the fairness of rooms that makes a house pleasent, but peaceful- 


. ae . ‘ ‘ . . ouait 
ness ol disposiion, there Can ve ne comfortableness in our dwet+ 
} 
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ings, until peace be entertained asan inmate in our houses. 
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